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aureus infection using the antibody. 

Group m, claims 12, 16-19, 21 and 22 (in part), and 25-27, drawn to a method of inducing an immunological 
response and a method of inhibiting complement activity by adininistering an isolated C3 binding region from 
the S. aureus Efb protein. 

Group IV, claim 13, drawn an isolated nucleic acid coding for the C3 binding region from the S. aureus Efb 
protein. 

Group V, claim 20 (in part), drawn to a composition comprising the S. aureus Efb protein. 

Group VI, claims 18, 19, 21 and 22 (in part), and 25-27, drawn to a method of inhibiting complement 

activation and a method of treating haemolytic anemia by administering the S. aureus Efb protein. 

Group VII , claim 23, drawn to a method of reducing the induction of complement activation by a prosthetic 

tissue or organ transplant by coating the implant with an Efb protein or the C3 binding region of the same. 

Group VID, claim 24, drawn to a method of inducing an immunological response by adrninistering the C3 
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inventions I, II, IV and V are a C3 binding region from the S. aureus Efb protein, an antibody that recognizes the same, 
an isolated nucleic acid coding for the C3 binding region, and a composition comprising the S. aureus Efb protein, 
respectively. These special technical features do not share a significant common structure and immunogenic or biologic 
functions. Furthermore, Boden et aU (Mol. Microbiol. 12: 599-606, 1994) has already taught the C-tenninal half of the 
19 kDa recombinant Fib protein of S. aureus, i.e., the C3 binding region from the S. aureus Efb protein. Invention m is 
drawn to trie first method of using the product of invention I. Although the product of invention I and the first method of 
using or making the same is a permitted combination under PCT Rule 13.2, in the instant case, since the product is 
already taught in the art, the special technical feature does not define over the prior art. TechnicaUy, the absence of 
special tecfuuca l feature p ermits the separation of the method of using the product from the product itself. Invention VI is 
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drawn to a method of using the product of invention V. However, a composition comprising the S. aureus Efb protein is 
disclosed by Boden et al. (MoL Microbiol. 12: 599-606, 1994), and therefore is not a special technical feature. The 
methods of inventions HI, VI, vn and VDI do not share a common method step and/or a composition or a reagent. 
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